
 

Like many etymological parsings in Plato, this one locating  
σωτηρία   within SophrosunE  is gently forced.  Sometimes the 
forcing is rather violent, as in the case of his dismemberment of 
‘Dionysus’   In the present case we have this stressed onomastic 
work: 

“Σωφροσύνη (self-restraint) is σωτηρία (safeguarding, protecting) 
of φρόνησις (wisdom), which we have just been discussing.”   
[Cratylus Chapt. xxvi, 411e] 

 Plato had just been philologically coercive, in dismembering No-Esis 
(intellection) into ‘hesis’ (desire) of ‘ton neon’ – or the young 
(=man?).   “ νόησις (intelligence) – so Plato’s text has it, is 
merely ἕσις (desire) τοῦ νεοῦ (of the new , or ‘the young man’) .”    

Perhaps it is only by indulging in a too-relaxed association of words 
to suggest that we decode the name ‘Neo-cles’ that pops up in the 
ps-Aristotle work ‘Problemata’ ?  This name comes down to us from 
seemingly just the right place and time.   

The mystery attached to this name Neocles locates its origin where 
Aristotle was reportedly at the Early Academy.  No doubt this is not 
a reference to Epicurus’ father by that name.   Our text of 
Problemata has Neocles interested in animals, not unlike our author 
of Epinomis, Philip of Opus by birthname. 

 

The source of this ‘Neocles’ reference is the same as that for much 
of Ingemar Duerings work Aristotle’s biography, notably the Vita 
Marciana:  the time when Aristotle was present at the Academy, 
and seems to have  been under the tutelage of the man our Venice 
Plato ms. T codes as ‘Neos [S.]’.     

Admittedly, the time lapse between those classical teaching and 
learning events themselves and that of our medieval scribes is a 
great one -- over 13 centuries.   On the other hand we should recall 
that no scholarship in recent centuries (the past 6 at least) has 
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successfully decoded this ‘Neocles’ in this ‘genuinely pseudo-
Aristotle’ work.  [I first ran into this little witticism in a writing by a 
German author, referring to ‘Der Echt Ps-Archytos’]   Did Perhaps 
young Aristotle will have remembered a then-recent allusion by the 
hyper-allusive author in his Cratylus, Chapt. xxvi.   

Can we extend this picture a bit further in the Ingemar Duering 
direction ?   Duering’s  conjectures about classrooms include 
portraiture on their walls.  Socrates depicted – a young man ?    
Plato’s writing here in Chapt 26 of  ‘desire of a young X’ may have  
triggered associations, supposing our young student sat at the feet 
of a Neo-Socrates.    Yes, and if all this post-Duering speculation be 
granted, the Chapt 26 allusion might even have provoked a 
momentary feeling of jealousy in Mr. Neos’s pupil ?   Inside the 
chest, this ‘pathos’ of our young Aristotle, who is soon to write 
fundamentally in his juvenile work ‘Rhetorica’.  It is worth noting 
that an authoritative source on Philip of Opus’s list of publications 
had a title much like one of Aristotle’s own De Ira .  Philip wrote on 
the  emotions too. 
 


